THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

92. How is the executive branch organized?

The Federal executive branch is headed by the President and
consists of various entities and organizations of largely an adminis-
trative, regulatory, or policy-implementing character. Most promi-
nent among these are 14 departments, whose heads comprise the
Cabinet. In addition, there are a number of agencies (such as the
Central Intelligence Agency and Environmental Protection Agency)
plus separate smaller boards, committees, commissions, and offices
created by law or Presidential directive. Immediately assisting the
President are the various agencies and entities of the Executive
Office of the President.

93. What is the Executive Office of the President?

Formally established in 1939, the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent consists of satellite offices and agencies that assist the Presi-
dent in the exercise of various statutory responsibilities. Later, as
conditions merited, such units were abolished or transferred to pro-
gram departments and agencies of the executive branch.
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